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Abstract 

This study examines the January Effect, by not only comparing returns per year with returns in January, but also comparing returns per year 

with returns in other months. Thus, this study can determine whether there is a significant difference in January (January effect) on LQ45 

company shares, or there is no significant difference in January, but there is a significant difference in other months. In order for this research 

to be ceteris paribus (isolating the effects of other factors beyond what was studied), this research will eliminate events that occur in 

companies that affect stock returns. When there is an event that affects return, the 1 week period is omitted. This study aims to test whether 

there is a January effect in Indonesia, by comparing the daily average return each month with the daily average return a year, using the 

Mann Whitney U Test analysis method, which is a non-parametric test where the dependent variable data scale is the interval / ratio or 

ordinal that is not normally distributed. This test can determine the median of 2 independent groups. By testing the average return per month, 

this study can prove whether there is a significant difference in January, or whether there is a significant difference in other months. The 

results of data processing in this study stated that there were 4 months where the results were significant, namely January, September, 

November, and December. Of these four months with significant results, January and December had significantly higher yields. Meanwhile, 

September and November had significantly lower results. From these results, it can be concluded that a significantly higher result in January 

indicates that there is a January Effect in Indonesia. In December, the yield was significantly higher due to Window dressing. 

Keywords: stock return, daily average return, annual average return 

1. Background 

People in Indonesia are no longer familiar with the word "investment". The open mindset of the Indonesian people has led 

to a shift in people's lifestyle in financial management from "Saving Society" to "Investment Society". There are many types 

of investments that are generally often offered, such as property investment, gold, foreign exchange, stocks, and many more. 

One of the most common types of investment and the most widely recognized by the Indonesian public is stocks. Stocks can 

be said to be a popular investment product because they are liquid and easy to buy and sell. Stocks and stock returns have an 

effect on a good capital market. A good capital market is an efficient capital market. The capital market can be said to be an 

efficient capital market when the price of securities has shown the overall available information. But in an efficient market 

there can also be deviations which are called market anomalies. Market anomalies that often occur are seasonal anomalies, 

one of which is the January effect. 

There are several studies that say that the January effect does not apply in Indonesia, such as research by Fitriyani and 

Ratn (2012) which states that looking at stock returns and abnormal returns will have a "monthly effect" phenomenon on the 

IDX, but in terms of trading volume activity, a " securities monthly "will not occur on the Indonesian stock exchange. Another 

study by Yoga (2010) shows that the “January effect” phenomenon occurred during the study period, characterized by high 

and significant market returns for a sector in the sector index in January. Kamaludin (2010) found a significant January effect. 

January Securities only occur in two exchanges, namely Pakistan and Indonesia. 

But there are also many studies that say that the January effect applies in Indonesia, such as research according to 

Cahyaningdyah and Dhany Kurniawan (2013) which states that on the Indonesia Stock Exchange the period 2011-2012 there 

was no January effect. Ardhani (2014) states that in 2012 there was no January effect on the Indonesian capital market. Sheryl 

Kadir and Suramaya Suci (2014) stated that there was no January effect phenomenon on companies listed on LQ 45 on the 

Indonesia Stock Exchange in 2010-2013. 

Therefore this study aims to prove whether the January effect occurs on LQ45 company shares on the Indonesia Stock 

Exchange for the period 2016-2020. In this study, the data used were average return per month for 5 years, and annual average 

return for 5 years. These data are then compared. Calculations used to compare returns per month and annual returns, using 

the Mann Whitney Test. 

This study examines the January Effect, by not only comparing returns per year with returns in January, but also comparing 

returns per year with returns in other months. This is done to determine whether there is a significant difference in LQ45 
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shares in January (January effect), or there is no significant difference in January, but there is a significant difference in other 

months. 

In order for this research to be ceteris paribus (isolating the effects of other factors beyond what was studied), this research 

will eliminate events that occur in companies that affect stock returns (dividend distribution). When an event that affects 

return occurs, what is omitted is the 1 week period (3 days after and 3 days before the event). 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Shares 

In a capital market, stocks are one of the most common types of investment and are widely recognized by Indonesians. 

Stocks can be said to be a popular investment product because they are liquid and easy to buy and sell. This stock investment 

also offers higher returns than other investments. (Dermawan, 2014). Shares are securities which prove individual or 

institutional ownership or proof of participation issued by a company in the form of PT. (Sunariyah, 2011) 

H1: There is a January effect on LQ45 company shares 

2.2 Stock Return 

According to Dermawan (2014), Stock Return is the rate of return which can be in the form of losses or profits made by 

investors on the value invested. Stocks are known to have a high level of risk and return. This means that stocks are securities 

that provide great profit opportunities but also have high potential risks. Stocks allow investors to get large capital gains in a 

short time. However, along with stock price fluctuations, shares can also cause big losses for investors in the short term 

(Anwar, 2009)  

H2: There is a significant difference in return in January 

2.3 Market Efficiency 

According to Tandelilin (2017), the market can be said to be efficient if the price at which a security is traded reflects all 

available information. The information here is relevant information, such as the company's past profits, or dividend increase 

plans for that year, etc. So, an efficient market is a condition where all price information can be obtained openly. 

2.4 Market Anomalies 

Market anomalies occur due to irregularities in the capital market that are persistent and have a significant impact. This is 

the opposite of an efficient capital market. (Jones, 1998). According to Alteza (2007), market anomaly is a deviation from the 

concept or model of the efficient market. Some of the things that support this concept are there are certain patterns in stock 

trading days, there are insider trading in the capital market, opportunities for abnormal profits by investors, asymmetric 

information, and so on. In this financial theory, there are several types of market anomalies, namely firm anomalies, seasonal 

anomalies, event anomalies, and accounting anomalies. Of the four anomalies, the common anomalies are seasonal anomalies. 

This is due to the past seasonal price patterns. 

2.5 January effect 

The January effect is the tendency for an increase in stock prices in the first week of January (Tandelilin, 2010). The 

January Effect itself is a capital market anomaly where stock prices tend to increase or increase in January in the first two 

weeks. The increase in share prices is due to the fact that at the end of the year investors or fund managers have a tendency to 

sell their shares so that they can secure funds and so they can reduce the company's tax burden. Then at the beginning of the 

year, investors or fund managers will return to the market with new funds, optimism and outlook analysis. Their analysis does 

not project a different share price from the previous year, and in general their share price projections will tend to be higher. 

At that time, investors bought back shares. Usually the rally is quite high in the first week to the third week in January. 

However, in the fourth week, in January, investors started to take profit so that usually the index experienced correction until 

mid-February. (Sugianto, 2019) 

H3: The average daily return in January is greater than the average return throughout the year 

H4: The average daily return in February is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H5: The average daily return in March is the same as the average return throughout the year 
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H6: The average daily return in April is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H7: The average daily return in May is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H8: The average daily return in June is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H9: The average daily return in July is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H10: The average daily return in August is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H11: The average daily return in September is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H12: The average daily return in October is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H13: The average daily return in November is the same as the average return throughout the year 

H14: The average daily return in December is the same as the average return throughout the year 

3. Research Model 

 

Figure 3.1 Research Model 

Qualitative method is the method used in this study, because this study aims to test whether the "January Effect" occurs 

in Indonesia or there is another "effect" in Indonesia, by comparing the daily return every month with the average daily return 

per year, and testing its normality. 

The calculation process in this research is the LQ45 average return in January compared to the LQ45 annual average 

return, then the LQ45 return in February compared to the LQ45 annual average return, as well as the following months. And 

this calculation is carried out for a period of 5 years. This study examines the January Effect, by not only comparing returns 

per year with returns in January, but also comparing returns per year with returns in other months. This is done to determine 

whether there is a significant difference in January (January effect) on LQ45 company shares, or there is no significant 

difference in January, but there is a significant difference in other months. 

The method of data analysis in this study used the Mann Whitney U test, which is a non-parametric test used to determine 

the median difference between the 2 independent groups if the data scale of the dependent variable is ordinal or interval / 

coefficient but is not normally distributed. The Mann Whitney U test requires data on an ordinal, interval, or ratio scale. If the 
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data is in the form of ranges or coefficients, then the distribution is not normal. Data sources are two distinct groups, for 

example class A and class B, in which the people or test objects differ from each other. 

4. Results and Discussion  

4.1 Descriptive statistics 

Table 4.1 Descriptive statistics 

  

Based on the table above, it can be seen that the object under study was in the 2016 to 2019 observation period and it can 

also be seen that the minimum, maximum and mean and standard deviation of each variable. In the table above, it can be seen 

that April has the smallest return compared to other returns, while January has the largest return with an average return of 

0.1977. 

4.2 Normality test 

The normality test is carried out to check the level of normality of the data used. The level of data normality is very 

important because for normally distributed data the data is considered representative. Normality test as a prerequisite that 

must be met when using an independent sample t-test. The Kolmogorov Smirnov method calculated in the SPSS program was 

used in the normality test. Tests were performed on each data group. 

The test criteria: 

- If the significance value> 0.05, then Ho is accepted (normally distributed data). 

- If the significance value <0.05, then Ho is rejected (data are not normally distributed). 

 

Table 4.2 Normality test (kolmogorov-smirnov) - monthly 
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Table 4.3 Normality test (kolmogorov-smirnov) – annualy 

 

Table 4.2 is the result of the normality test on the average stock returns per month. From this table we can see that in the 

months of March, April, and June, the significance value is <0.05, so it can be concluded that in these three months the data 

were not normally distributed. 

Whereas in table 4.3, is the result of normality test on the average annual stock return (Annual). From this table we can 

see that the significance value is 0.000 (<0.05), so it can be concluded that the data are not normally distributed. 

Because the annual stock return data is not normal, the hypothesis test (different test) in this study uses a non-parametric 

analysis, namely the Mann Whitney test. 

4.3 Homogeneity Test 

The main purpose of the homogeneity test is to ensure that the number of populations to be measured is homogeneous. In 

other words, diversity is not that different. The homogeneity test is needed before other tests such as the T test and Anova are 

carried out. 

Decision-making: 

- If the significance (Sig)> 0.05 then Ho is accepted (same variant) 

- If the significance (Sig) <0.05 then Ho is rejected (different variants) 

 

Table 4.4 Homogeneity Test 

 

From the table above, we can see that there is no homogeneous data. 
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4.4 Hypothesis Testing Results (Mann Whitney Test) 

The Mann Whitney test was used to test the average of two unequal sized samples. In this study, at the time of the normality 

test, there were several variables with an abnormal distribution, both aspects of risk, return, and stock prices in the mining 

sector and the consumer goods industry sector, the authors used the Mann Whitney test for hypothesis testing, and the average 

difference test for two unpaired samples. . 

Decision-making 

- If the significance <0.05 then Ho is rejected (there is a difference) 

- If the significance> 0.05 then Ho is accepted (no difference) 

 

The results of the Mann Whitney Difference Test in this study are as follows: 

Table 4.5 Mann Whitney Test 

 

From the table of Mann Whitney test results above, it can be concluded that there is a significant difference in January, 

September, November and December. This is due to the significance result <0.05. 

Table 4.6 Comparison of average returns 

 

From table 4.6 above, we can conclude the Summary of Testing Results below 
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Table 4.7 Summary of Testing Result 

 

There is a January effect on LQ45 company shares (H1) 

There is a significant difference in return in January (H2) 

The average daily return in January is greater than the average return throughout the year (H3)  

There is a significant difference between the average January stock return and the annual stock return. This is because the 

significance value is 0.000 (less than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 

January stock returns was higher (amounting to 0.1967%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that 

the average daily return in January is greater than the average return throughout the year. From these results, H1, H2, and H3 

is accepted. 

The average daily return in February is the same as the average return throughout the year (H4) 

There is no significant difference between the average February stock returns and the annual stock returns. This is because 

the significance value is 0.778 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value 

of February stock returns is higher (by 0.0235%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the average 

daily return in February is the same as the average return throughout the year. From these results, H4 is accepted. 

The average daily return in March is the same as the average return throughout the year (H5) 

There is no significant difference between the average March stock returns and the annual stock returns. This is because 

the significance value is 0.278 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value 

of March stock returns is lower (equal to -0.1039%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in March is the same as the average return throughout the year. From the results of this study, H5 is 

accepted. 

The average daily return in April is the same as the average return throughout the year (H6) 

There is no significant difference between the average April stock return and the annual stock return. This is because the 

significance value is 0.253 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 

April stock returns is lower (equal to -0.2656%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the average 

daily return in April is the same as the average return throughout the year. From these results, H6 is accepted. 

The average daily return in May is the same as the average return throughout the year (H7) 

There is no significant difference between the average May stock return and the annual stock return. This is because the 

significance value is 0.294 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 

stock returns in May is lower (equal to -0.0526%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in May is the same as the average return throughout the year. From these results, H7 is accepted. 

The average daily return in June is the same as the average return throughout the year (H8) 

There is no significant difference between the average June stock return and the annual stock return. This is because the 

significance value is 0.107 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 
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June stock return is higher (amounting to 0.0255%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in June is the same as the average return throughout the year. From the results of these studies, H8 is 

accepted. 

The average daily return in July is the same as the average return throughout the year (H9) 

There is no significant difference between the average July stock return and the annual stock return. This is because the 

significance value is 0.069 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 

July stock returns was higher (amounting to 0.0921%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in July is the same as the average return throughout the year. From the results of this study, H9 is 

accepted. 

The average daily return in August is the same as the average return throughout the year (H10) 

There is no significant difference between the average August stock return and the annual stock return. This is because 

the significance value is 0.151 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value 

of August stock returns is lower (equal to -0.0174%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in August is the same as the average return throughout the year. From the results of these studies, H10 is 

accepted. 

The average daily return in September is the same as the average return throughout the year (H11) 

There is a significant difference between the average September stock return and the annual stock return. This is because 

the significance value is 0.000 (less than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 

September stock returns is lower (equal to -0.1261%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in September is the same as the average return throughout the year. From the results of these studies, H11 

is not accepted. The significant difference in September is likely due to the window dressing phenomenon at the end of the 

3rd quarter. 

The average daily return in October is the same as the average return throughout the year (H12) 

There is no significant difference between the average October stock return and the annual stock return. This is because 

the significance value is 0.722 (more than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value 

of October stock returns is higher (equal to -0.0011%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in October is the same as the average return throughout the year. From the results of these studies, H12 

is accepted. 

The average daily return in November is the same as the average return throughout the year (H13) 

There is a significant difference between the average November stock return and the annual stock return. This is because 

the significance value is 0.000 (less than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 

September stock returns is lower (equal to -0, 1124%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that the 

average daily return in September is the same as the average return throughout the year. From the results of these studies, H13 

is not accepted. 

The significant difference in November was due to the preparation of investors for window dressing, namely activities 

carried out by fund managers to improve the performance of their portfolios. Therefore, market players (investors) must be 

really careful. Because historically November has been an unfriendly month for the Indonesian stock market. 

The average daily return in December is the same as the average return throughout the year (H14) 

There is a significant difference between the average December stock return and the annual stock return. This is because 

the significance value is 0.000 (less than 0.05). Judging from the mean value (table 4.8), it can be seen that the mean value of 

December stock return is higher (amounting to 0.1647%) than annual (amounting to -0.0121%). So it can be concluded that 

the average daily return in December is greater than the average return throughout the year. From the results of this study, 

H14 is not accepted. 

In December the results were significantly higher, this is most likely due to Window dressing. Window dressing is a 

strategy used by investment managers (fund managers) at the end of the year to improve the performance of a mutual fund 

before presenting it to clients or shareholders. In window dressing activities, fund managers sell stocks at big losses and buy 

stocks at high prices near the end of the quarter. This effect is then reported as part of the ownership of the fund. 
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5. Conclusion 

This study examines the January Effect, by not only comparing returns per year with returns in January, but also comparing 

returns per year with returns in other months. This is done to determine whether there is a significant difference in January 

(January effect) on LQ45 company shares, or there is no significant difference in January, but there is a significant difference 

in other months. 

In order for this research to be ceteris paribus (isolating the effects of other factors beyond what was studied), this research 

will eliminate events that occur in companies that affect stock returns. When there is an event that affects return, the 1 week 

period is omitted. 

This study aims to test whether there is a January effect in Indonesia, by comparing the daily average return each month 

with the daily average return a year, using the Mann Whitney U Test analysis method, which is a non-parametric test to 

determine the difference in median 2 which is not normally distributed. 

By analyzing the average monthly return, this study can find out whether there is a significant difference in January or 

there is a significant difference in other months. 

Based on the results of data processing, this study concluded that there were 4 months with significant results, namely 

January, September, November and December. Of the four months with significant results, January and December showed 

significantly higher yields. Meanwhile September and November brought much lower yields. 

From these results, it can be concluded that a significantly higher result in January indicates that there is a January Effect 

in Indonesia. In December, the yield was significantly higher due to Window dressing. Window dressing This is the business 

of institutional investors who sell shares that are considered bad at the end of the year to improve their portfolio at the end of 

the year, and then buy back those shares. The year-end sales campaign will gradually return to normal in January after the 

sale ends. The making of this exhibition was mainly carried out by institutional investors, who generated high returns in 

January. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

For Further Researchers: 

The results of this study can provide information and references for other researchers who are involved in research topics 

related to this research, this research can be continued or added. 

For potential investors and financial analysts 

Investors can describe what factors affect the status and value of the issuer's shares, especially the effect of variables on 

the performance of the stock index, so this research can be a reference in implementing the right capital market investment 

strategy. 

For the Government and Related Institutions 

As a consideration for the government and all parties wishing to invest in decision-making institutions, these decision-

making institutions will continue to apply it in order to be able to create an investment environment that can attract investors 

to invest in the Indonesian stock exchange. 

APPENDIX 

Stock Return 
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